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elicited some of the quaint experiences of the librarians present. An
interesting conversation about recent books followed. The Hon Secre-
tary gave his usual address on " Library Topics," in which he referred to
the annual meeting of the parent Library Association at Buxton, in this
district; the development of libraries at Derby, Leicester, and Notting-
ham ; the Summer School ; The Nottingham Library Bulletin, and other
matters. The annual picnic was arranged to be held at Skegness, on the
first Thursday in July. The thanks of the meeting were accorded to
Alderman Mott, F.G.S., chairman of the Public Library Committee, for
his presence and hospitality ; and the authorities of the Permanent
Library for the use of the place of meeting, and to the president for his
services. The annual meeting will be held at Nottingham on the first
Thursday in October, and the succeeding meeting probably at Sheffield
in December.

Zbt JBirmingbam anb District Xibrars Hssociation.
A MEETING of the Birmingham and District Library Association was

held on Wednesday, April 29th, at the Public Library, West Bromwich.
The members present were received by Mr. J. Manley, J.P., Chairman of
the Public Library committee, and the librarian, Mr. L). Dickinson. They
were escorted over the historic " Oak House," one of the most interesting
specimens of 16th century domestic architecture in the Midlands, which
has now become the property of the Corporation. Mr. W. H. Kendrick
(architect) escorted the party, who gave a lucid, instructive, and interest-
ing account of the original building and its extensions. At the institute
the members had exhibited to them by the masters the work done by
students. At the evening meeting the president, Mr. J. Elliott, F.R.H.S.,
F.S.L. (Wolverhampton), gave an address on the advantages to be gained
by giving publicity to the historical novel. He cited cases chronologically
which might be useful if given publicity in the library. Mr. R. K. Dent
(Aston) read a paper on " Library Statistics," which created much dis-
cussion. In it he dealt specially with the misleading character of statistics
of issues, having regard to the various conditions and regulations which
obtain in different libraries. Votes of thanks were given to Mr. J.
Manley, Mr. W. H. Kendrick, Mr. Dickinson, and the Science and
Art Masters for the welcome they had given to the Association, and
the efforts they had made to render the visit of the Association to West
Bromwich enjoyable, interesting, and instructive.

ttbe Xlbrarg Hsstetants' Corner.
[Questions on tht subjects included in the syllabus of the Library Asso-

ciation's examinations, and on matters affecting Library work generally
art invited from Assistants engaged in Libraries. All signed communi-
cations addressed to Mr. /. f. Ogle, Free Public Library, Boolle, will, as
far as possible, be replied to in the pages of T H E LIBRARY.]

T H E following notes taken, with slight alterations, from the instruc-
tions for the preparation and printing of classed catalogues issued to the
staff of the Paris Municipal Libraries are commended to the careful
notice of assistants :—
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" The copy for the printed catalogue must be neatly transcribed in a
very plain hand without interlining, erasure, or marginal additions, upon
sheets carefully numbered. Do not forget that all copy destined for the
printer roust be written on one side only of the paper.

"The manuscript must follow as closely as possible the arrangement
of the titles, margins, and spacing of lines that the printer will have to
observe; the same applies to abbreviations, capitals, parentheses, italic
letters, punctuation, hyphens, quotation marks, and signs of every kind.
As a matter of course, the compositor closely follows the copy given to
him ; he cannot even be required to rectify faults of spelling or more
material errors, the correction of which on the proofs rests with the author.

" Many authors have a habit of sending in carelessly written copy,
intending to settle their text finally by corrections on the proofs. This
practice, which may be tolerated in literary work, is a senseless one in
cataloguing—an orderly and exact occupation having nothing to do with
questions of literary style. It must be noticed, indeed, that author's
corrections—which arise solely from the fact that the alterations the
author makes in his text on the proofs entail extra work on the printer,
whom he must pay for the time occupied by his workmen in correcting
the matter once set up—may lead easily to a great increase in the Cost of
printing, especially in a catalogue whose pages require special setting,
with a rather considerable variety of types."

In close connection with this subject, a paper by Mr. W. May, con-
tributed to the Library Chronicle (voL iii., p. 70), on the " Printing of
Catalogues," may well be consulted.

# • #
SOME of the observations in the preceding note may seem puerile to

many assistants, but it is really astonishing how much expense and worry
may be saved by care in the matters referred to. Certainly, a chief
would be able to give a better recommendation, other things being
equal, to the assistant who was habitually careful in the preparation
of his copy for printers.

# # #
AMONG the numerous annual reports which are presented to British

libraries, one which has lately been sent out is of special interest to
assistants who desire to read up library economy, viz., The Report of the
Commissioner of Education for the year 1892-93, Washington, U.S.A.
The ninth chapter of the first volume consists of more than 300 octavo
pages, headed " Papers prepared for the World's Library Congress."
No doubt, a fuller notice of this document will appear in other pages of
T H E LIBRARY.

# • •
T H E Denver Manual of Library Economy also is spoken of well by

tome who have seen i t The price is only two shillings, and the book
may be obtained at the Library Bureau.

• • •
W K learn with regret that the Guide to the Mazarin Gallery of the

French National Library cannot readily be obtained from M. Champion.
Probably any assistant could obtain it through Mr. D. Nutt, of the
Strand. The British Museum Guide to Exhibited Books can best be
obtained from the British Museum direct. Sufficient stamps should be
sent to cover price and postage.

• • •

T H E questions set in April have been fairly well answered. Gilbert
White's Saiural History and Antiquities of Selborne was a series of
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letters to friends—" Bibliophile " says to a friend. Writers in a similar
vein who have not been mentioned are Knapp, the Gloucestershire
White; William Howitt, the Midland White ; and Thomas Miller,
author of Gidton Gilts and some delightful books on the seasons. Mrs.
Brightwen, too, is a modern Selbornian worthy of note. John Burroughs,
Richard Jefferies, " A Son of the Marshes," Frank Buckland, Charles
Waterton, P. H. Gosse, C. C. Abbott, and the Rev. J. G. Wood were all
mentioned, as they well deserved.

• • •

QUESTION a.—" Guy Mannering " could not have understood that the
names of critical editions were required in every case. To " T. R. Y."
and " Bibliophile" a similar remark applies. " Law" has answered
correctly—Grosart's Spenser, Sir Walter Scott's Dryden and his Swift,
the former revised by Saintsbury, and Knight's Wordsworth (published
by Paterson). It is fair to add that where an inexpensive edition was
named it was always a good one, and well suited to a lending library.

« • •

QUESTION 3.—The correct answer is Edward EdwardVs or Stebbing's
Life of Sir Walter Raleigh. Both should be read if possible, as they
are largely complementary to one another.

» • •

QUESTION 4.—The chief reason for recommending Domesday Book
to local schoolmasters is that in scores of cases it records a local and
therefore interesting tenure of land, and admirably illustrates, by local
instances, the meaning of the feudal system. " Law" wisely indicates
its "official" character as a recommendation, and "Guy Mannering*
the illustration of changes in local place names it affords. We doubt
if " T. R. Y." is right- in saying that " many charities still in existence
are mentioned in it." The edition published by the Government in
•773-1783 is one of the best, but the facsimile edition, separately
supplied for various counties, is perhaps the most convenient. That
relating to Cheshire, for instance, was issued in 1861, and a literal exten-
sion and translation, with an introduction and notes by W. Beamont,
uniform therewith, also appeared, and reached a second edition in 1883.
The facsimile alone would not be of much use to the average reader,
but by a little study a librarian may learn to extend the contractions.
Not one assistant referred to the excellent commentaries on Domtsday
by Eyton. Freeman, of course, in his History of the Norman Conquest.
has not been overlooked. Mr. J. H. Round has more recently acquired
a good reputation for careful work on Domesday.

• • •

THE reading portion for this month is the chapters entitled Leviticus
and Numbers in Blades's Pentateuch of Printing, and The Caxton Cele-
bration Catalogue introductions to Class L, to Section 5 of the same
class, and to Class M.

• • •
QUESTIONS.

(1) Which century since the fourteenth was least prolific in English
authors of note ? What part of the United Kingdom was active, in a
literary sense, at that time ? Mention one distinguished work produced
then, and the name of its author ?

(1) Define Ichthyology, Malacology, Psychology, and give the title of
-one important book dealing with each subject or a portion thereof.
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(3) What kind of leather binding materials have you noticed decay
most rapi 1'y in a library ? Name the most durable binding material.
What objection is there to its general use ?

(4) Which European languages are commonly printed in characters
other than roman ?

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS' ASSOCIATION.

MR. ALFRED H. CADDIE, Librarian of the Stoke-on-Trent Public
Libraries, read a paper entitled, "Catholicity in Reading," before a
meeting of the Library Assistants' Association, held at Battersea, on
Wednesday, April 22nd. Mr. Peddie presided, and there was a fair
attendance.

The paper included a scheme for the education of assistants, and
urged that assistants should not be set to do ordinary library work
immediately after appointment, but that they should first of all be
taught to know something about the books before they were allowed
to handle them. They should at least be familiar with the history of
English literature. Mr. Caddie thought that a certain time should be set
apart each day during business hours for the purpose of study. He
also urged his audience to be more general in their reading, and not to
confine their attention to one subject, but to dip into anything which was
of interest or which might be of use to them in their profession.

F. M.R.

Correspondence

THE TWO-TICKET SYSTEM.

To tkt Editor of THE LIBRARY.

SIR,—I regret I was unable to be present at the monthly meeting
at which Mr. Cotgreave's paper on the above subject was read, for I
should have been glad to have contributed to the discussion the results
of our experience in Chelsea. Here we allow a borrower, if he desires
it, to have three tickets at once, vir, a general, or reader's ticket, a
music ticket, and a students ticket On this last ticket fiction, the
popular magazines, and music cannot be taken out The necessity of
a separate ticket fur music is now so generally admitted that it needs no
defence, but it may be stated that in Chelsea our music shelves are
now often empty, whereas previously the music was seldom taken out,
people not caring to be deprived of books to read in order to obtain
music We- also find that the student's ticket meets a want, and has
some advantages. There are many bona-fidt students using the libraries
who avail themselves to the utmost of our stock of scientific and other
technical literature, and these persons are glad of the opportunity to
take a second book upon a subject, or a novel for variety. This is
how the matter really works out, as the regular novel reader rarely
takes advantage of the extra ticket to obtain a serious book. But in Chelsea
this ticket also serves a special purpose, as the Central Library is used, under
a special arrangement, by the students non-resident in Chelsea of the
adjoining S.W. London Polytechnic Institute; and the reading of these
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